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The International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA), the 

leading global voice of the Library and 
th

Information Science community, held her 79  
international conference in Suntec City, 

th rd
Singapore from 17 –23  August, 2013. The 
theme of the Conference was “Future Libraries: 
Infinite Possibilities”. The essence of the 
conference was to provide the Library and 
Information Science Sector with the principles 
and policies of innovation and transformation by 
harnessing the infinite possibilities of technology 
for providing access to information. The 
Conference attracted over 3,500 participants 
from 120 countries across the globe. The 
Conference had 224 congress sessions, with 130 
poster sessions, presentations as well as addressed by the National President of Nigerian 
exhibitions. At the poster session, IFLA, Africa Library Association (NLA), Alh. Rilwanu 
Section presented its poster which was highly Abdulsalami and Chair, IFLA Africa Section, Dr. 
commended by participants who visited the Victoria Okojie who expressed the need for 
stand. The Conference had  over 60 exhibitors Nigerian 
from across the globe who displayed library 

librarians to be more active in all IFLA activities.  related materials. 
The delegates visited many Libraries, Cultural The LRCN Registrar, Dr. Victoria Okojie and the 
Centers, Tanjang Beach Club and other places of Director, Professional Services Department, Mr. 
interest to have a feel of the  City. Also a cultural Dele Omotoso presented a paper during the 
night was organized for the delegates. LRCN was Conference titled “Education and Training of 
represented at the Conference by three Information Professionals: the Collaborative 
management staff: the Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Roles of the Librarians' Registration Council of 
Okoj ie;  Director,  Professional  Services Nigeria”  showcasing the activities of LRCN, and 
Department, Mr. Dele Omotoso; and Deputy bringing it  into the International limelight.
Director, Professional Services Department, Alh. J. 

The Registrar/CEO, Dr. Okojie was re-appointed A Wase.
the Chair IFLA, Africa Section for a  second term at 

The next IFLA Conference is scheduled to hold at the Africa Section Standing Committee meeting th nd
th st Lyon, France from 16  – 22  August, 2014, with which was held between 18  and 21  August 

the theme “Libraries, Citizens and Societies: 2013. The Conference attracted over 40 delegates 
Confluence for Knowledge”. from Nigeria, who also held a meeting at the 

Exhibition Center. The participants were 

Dr. Okojie Re-elected Chair, Africa Section 
th@ the  79  IFLA Conference in Singapore

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. V. Okojie
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Dr. Okojie Re-elected Chair, Africa 
Section @ the 79th IFLA Conference in 

Singapore

LRCN Trains Librarians on Entrepreneurial 
Skills Acquisition

LRCN, NITDA Hold Free & Open Source 

Software Workshop

LRCN Trains Library and Information 
Managers on Open Access

Lawmakers visit LRCN
nd LRCN Holds the 2 Edition of Librarians’ 

Forum

LRCN @ the Federal Ministry of Education 
National Conference on ICT in Education

ndLRCN Attends the 2  National Education
Innovations Exhibition
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In a bid to equip librarians across the country with 
the necessary skills required to carry out their 

professional duties more effectively, Librarians' 
Registration Council of Nigeria organized a workshop 
on “Entrepreneurship in Librarianship” which took 
place at Elim-Top Suites, Kuchikau, Nasarawa State 

th nd
from 29  July to 2  August, 2013. This move was 
geared towards repositioning librarianship for 
innovation and wealth creation.
Speaking at the occasion, the Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. 
Victoria Okojie said the Council considered it 
necessary to train and empower librarians with 
entrepreneurial skills, taking into account the 
unemployment rate in the country as well as the state 
of the economy. She revealed that general 
development requires people to be innovative, self-
sustaining and contribute to the national economy  
noting however that librarianship has not positioned 
itself to be recognized as a major partner towards 
achieving these goals. She also emphasized that the 
goals of librarians as entrepreneurs are not only to 
earn higher income but to solve problems through 

access to information. The information society, according to 
her, has provided numerous opportunities for librarians to be 
self-sustaining through information consultancy, packaging, 
branding, selective dissemination of information, database 
administration and management, website content 
management, etc. These skills she noted are of great benefit 
to librarians who intend to go into private practice. The 
Commissioner for Education Nasarawa State, Mr. Husseni 
Abubakar, who was the special guest of honour at the 
ceremony stated that the training was timely, considering the 
place of entrepreneurship in the transformation agenda of 
President Goodluck Jonathan's administration. The 
Commissioner, represented by Mrs. Esther Aniya, reiterated 
the need for librarians and information professionals to be 
self-reliant and contribute to the development of the 
country. He lauded LRCN's effort in repositioning the 
profession through capacity building programmes. Other 
dignitaries present at the opening ceremony were the Vice 
Chancellor of Nasarawa State University represented by the 
Acting University Librarian, Mallam Isa Abdullahi Magaji and 
Chairman, Nigerian Library Assiociation (NLA), Nasarawa 
State Chapter, Mallam Akilu Muhammad.  Papers presented 
at the workshop include: “Developing a Business Plan for 
Self-Employment; Consultancy Services in Library and 
Information Sector”; Towards Developing a Curriculum on 
Entrepreneurship”;  “Lobbying, Advocacy and Funding for 
Libraries and Information Centers”; “Towards Making 
Graduates of Librarianship in Nigeria Efficient Entrepreneurs 
for National Development”; and “Entrepreneurship in 

stLibrarianship in the 21  Century- An Overview”. The 
workshop was attended by thirty six (36) participants who 
expressed delight on the overall quality of the programme.

LRCN Trains Librarians on 
Entrepreneurial Skills Acquisition

Dr. Okojie presenting the welcome address 
at the opening ceremony

3 Networks emerge @ African Library Summit

The African Library Summit was held at the University of South Africa, 
nd th

Muckleneuk, Pretoria from 2  -5  July, 2013. The highlight of the Summit 
was the launching of 3 major library Associations which include: African 
Public Library Network (APLN); Conference of African National Librarians 
(CANL) and the African Library and Information Association and 
Institutions (AfLIA).
Gethrude Mudlinga, Director of the National Library of Uganda is the 
President of the African Public Libraries Network (APLN). John Tsebe, the 
National librarian of South Africa heads the Conference of African National 
Librarians (CANL) while Helena Asamoah-Hassan, a seasoned professional 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4Dr. Okojie addressing the Summit
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LRCN, NITDA Hold Free & Open Source 
Software Workshop

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Okojie presenting 
the welcome address at the opening ceremony

knowledge and skills required for operating in a digital 
environment. She was hopeful that the workshop will impart in 
the participants the essential skills that would facilitate the 
dissemination of locally generated contents.
Other dignitaries who graced the event were the Director, 
Corporate Strategy and Research, NITDA, Mr. Emeka 
Ezekwesili who represented the Acting Director General (DG) 
of NITDA, Dr. Daura Ashiru. 
The Acting DG used the medium to inform the audience of 
NITDA's willingness to partner with any institution in Nigeria 
towards the promotion of Information and   Communication 
Technology (ICT) as it cuts across diverse spheres of life.  The 
Vice Chancellor of the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Prof. 
Bartho Okolo, represented by Prof. Malachy Okwueze (DVC, 
Admin) stressed the importance of equipping Library and 
Information Science (LIS) professionals with ICT skills as  
libraries are vital parts of educational institutions mandatorily 
required for accreditation. The Commissioner for Education, 
Enugu State, Prof. Charles Okoro who was also present at the 
occasion emphasized the role ICT plays in the overall 
development of the economy. 
The workshop had a total of ninety-three (93) participants who 
were from academic, public and special libraries. The software  
treated at the workshop were KOHA, D-space, CDS/ISIS and 
Greenstone. The workshop also had hands-on practical and 
interactive sessions through which the participants gained 
knowledge of how to apply these software in their libraries. At 
the close of the workshop it was agreed that LRCN should serve 
as a centre for fertilizing ideas on matters  relating to Free and 
Open Source Software (FOSS) in Nigerian Libraries. 

Sequel to the mutual understanding between the 
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) 

and the National Information Technology 
Development Agency (NITDA) in providing a 
framework for the establishment of e-libraries in 
Nigeria, LRCN in collaboration with NITDA organized 
the second workshop on “Application of Free and 
Open Source Software (FOSS) in Library Operations” 
for library and Information Science professionals at 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Library, University of Nigeria, 

rd th
Nsukka from 23 -27  September, 2013. This 
workshop was initiated in 2013 because of the 
continuous clamor from librarians especially as it 
supported libraries that could not afford proprietary 
software. 
At the opening ceremony, the Registrar/CEO of 
LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie reiterated the effort of the 
Council in ensuring that Library and Information 
Science (LIS) professionals are equipped with the 

and the University Librarian of the Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, Ghana, presides over the African Library  

3 Networks emerge @ African Library Summit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Cross section of participants at the Summit

and Information Association and Institution (AfLIA). Other 
members of the AfLIA committee are Shawky Salem (North 
African Representative);  Jacinta Were (East Africa 
Representative); Alim Garga (Central Africa Representative); 
Marietou Diop (West Africa Representative); Aissa Aisak 
(Portuguese speaking Africa Representative) and Valentina 
Bannerman (Secretary)
With the formal launch, the associations were presented to the 
public and were empowered to commence full scale activities to 
contribute to the development of the Library and Information 
Science Sector in Africa. LRCN was represented at the Summit by 
the Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie and Miss Chinememma 
Umeh.
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In light of the current global trends in Library 

and Information Services, the Librarians' 

Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) organized a 

national workshop to equip Library and 

Information Managers with basic knowledge on 

open access to information.

The workshop was held at the Kogi State 
th thPolytechnic, Lokoja from 4  – 8  November, 2013. 

The theme was “Open Access for Library and 

Information Managers”. Among the dignitaries 

who graced the opening ceremony were the 

Commissioner of Education, Kogi State,  

LRCN Trains Library and Information
Managers on Open Access

Mrs.Grace Elebiyo and the Rector, Kogi State Polytechnic, Prof. 

Matthew Ajibero.

In her opening remark, the Registrar/CEO maintained that one of 

the mandates of LRCN is ensuring professional development of 

Library and Information Managers in Nigeria. Since inception, the 

Council has continued to fulfill this mandate despite the global 

economic recession. She stated that as information managers, 

librarians need constant training and re-training in order to be 

current and able to deliver quality services to their organizations 

and clientele, as new technologies and information are produced 

every second with their accompanied impact and challenges in the 

Library and Information Science sector. Librarians were advised to 

keep track of these current events and developments in order to be 

relevant in a techno–savvy society. Several papers were presented 

at the workshop by seasoned resource persons. Fifty-three (53) 

participants who were in attendance confirmed that the workshop 

was  successful and the theme was timely especially now that 

there are budget cuts in most budgetary allocations to institutions 

and organizations. The participants promised to use the 

knowledge acquired to improve their services. The Registrar/CEO, 

LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie used the opportunity to present the 

Council’s publications to the participants.

Dr. Okojie presenting LRCN publications to the audience

Okojie @ Namibia Library Symposium, 
promotes LRCN Model

 
th thThe Namibia Library Symposium was held from 7  - 9  

October, 2013 at the Safari Hotel and Conference 
Centre, Windhoek, Namibia.
Speaking at the event, the Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. 
Victoria Okojie called on Library and Information 
Science (LIS) Professionals in other countries to borrow 
some aspects of the LRCN Model. Dr. Okojie informed 
the gathering that LRCN came into existence as a result 
of a government legislation which has enabled the 
Council to maintain sustainable quality and standards 
geared towards the professional development of 
librarians in the country. She also revealed to the 
participants that LRCN has been a veritable tool for the 
development of the Library and Information Sector in 
Nigeria and has impacted positively on national Public 

development. Countries with similar regulations include 
Mauritius and Brazil.
The Symposium focused on the IFLA President's theme 
(2013-2015): “Strong Libraries, Strong Societies”, while the 
objectives were to bring together the dispersed community 
of  library professionals through a common platform to share 
experiences, encourage discussion of new ideas and to 
facilitate interaction between experts and non-experts to 
bridge the information gap between developing and 
developed countries. It was organized by the Namibia Library 
and Information Council in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education, Namibia; The Namibia Library and Archives 
Services (NLAS); Libraries of the University of Namibia; 
Polytechnics of Namibia and the Namibia Institute of Public 
Administration and Management. 
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The House of Representatives Committee on Education led by the Chairman, Alh. Aminu Suleiman paid an 
th

oversight visit to LRCN on 30  September, 2013.

In her welcome address, the Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) Dr. Victoria Okojie called 

on the lawmakers to build libraries for the electorate as part of their constituency projects. Dr Okojie said “Honourable 

members, we all know that the reading habits of Nigerians is poor. Available statistics indicate that an average Nigerian 

reads less than one book per year. Therefore I urge you to mobilize your colleagues in the National Assembly to establish 

libraries as part of their constituency projects”. This, according to her, became necessary considering the urgent need to 

improve the reading habits of Nigerians. Dr Okojie also urged the legislators to support the bid for the enactment of the 

Presidential Libraries Act. She said countries like the United States of America and other developed economies have it in 

Lawmakers' interest in participating in LRCN workshops and conferences. “Invite National Assembly to your workshops. 

We want to see what you are doing and appreciate the impacts on the immediate environment”, he said. 

L a w m a k e r s  V i s i t  L R C N

place. “When enacted, the Act will make it a law for every President to have a 

Presidential Library on expiration of his tenure of office.” The Registrar 

equally enumerated some of the problems of the Council which include: 

Inadequate funding, Need for Corporate headquarters and  Zonal offices. She 

appealed to the legislators for improved budgetary provision to the Council 

to enable it bring about needed changes to transform the library sector.

In his response, the Chairman of the Committee, Honourable Aminu 

Suleiman pledged to find ways to support the Council and indicated the 
Dr. Victoria Okojie giving her welcome address

EBSCO seeks partnership with LRCN
EBSCO publishing, led by the Regional Sales Manager, 
Central, East and West Africa, Mr. Garetta Levinson, 
paid a courtesy call on the Register/CEO, LRCN, Dr. 
Victoria Okojie, to devise a means of collaboration 
between the two organizations. 

While briefing the Registrar/CEO on their activities, 
the EBSCO team offered LRCN six months free trial on 
their database beginning from August 2013. This gives 
the Council free access to all EBSCO's Electronic 
Resources on Library, Information and Management 
Sciences for the duration of the trial period.  Dr. Okojie 

briefed the guests on the activities of LRCN. She suggested 
that they create sponsorship programmes through the 
International Federation of Library Associations and 
Institutions (IFLA) Africa Section to enable a young librarian 
attend a conference outside his/her country of residence. 
She also suggested the creation of an award for young 
African Emerging Leaders.
Speaking through the office of the Chair, IFLA Africa Section, 
Dr. Okojie said that the Calendar of all the activities in the 
Library and Information Science Sector in Africa can be 
made available to EBSCO.
EBSCO publishing, with the headquarters at Ipswich, 
Massachusetts, whose core business is providing online 
databases via EBSCOhost to libraries, is an aggregator of full-
text content, subject indexes, point-of-care medical 
reference, historical digital archives and e-books. The 
company provides more than 375 databases and more than 
350,000 e-books. Through a library of tens of thousands of 
full-text journals and magazines from renowned publishers, 
EBSCO serves the content needs of all researchers 
(academic, medical, K-12, public libraries, corporate, 
government, etc.). EBSCO is also the provider of EBSCO 
Discovery Service.

Dr. Okojie (L) chatting with EBSCO representatives



Imbibe improved reading culture, Okojie, 
others tell Nigerians

rd
s part of the activities marking the 53  AIndependence Anniversary of Nigeria, the National 

Library of Nigeria (NLN) organized a Reading Habit 
Campaign to sensitize Nigerians on the importance of a 
good reading habit. The theme for the campaign was 
“Catch them Young: Readers are Leaders”.
In her good will message delivered at the 
occasion, the Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. 
Victoria Okojie joined her voice with that 
of other prominent Nigerians to call for an 
improved reading culture among 
Nigerians. She said Nigerians should be 
encouraged to read because reading is an 
essential educational principle in the light 
of achieving any global academic 
excellence. According to a study which 
was carried out on the reading habit of 
Nigerians, Dr. Okojie reported that 
available statistics revealed that 40 
percent of adult Nigerians never read a 
non-fiction book from cover to cover after

school. “The average Nigerian reads less than one book 
per year and only one percent of successful men and 
women in Nigeria read one non-fiction book per month. 
The same study showed that 30 million Nigerians have

graduated from high school with poor reading skills 
which is not the case in developed nations. About 99% 
of British citizens can read and write, the same cannot 
be said of Nigerians. Out of the 814 million illiterate 
people in the world, developing countries, especially

Africa, represent a huge percentage”.
Dr. Okojie said that the theme for the 
campaign was apt as poor reading habits 
are found in children and young people 
who do not consider reading as a 
relevant leisure activity but rather prefer 
to use the new technological tools which 
have to a great extent affected the social 
and economic lives of families and 
individuals. She commended the 
National Library of Nigeria for the 
initiative saying that Librarians are key 
stakeholders in driving the readership 
agenda.
Among the dignitaries in attendance 

were the Director/CEO of the National Library of 
Nigeria (NLN) Mallam Habib Jato and the 
Supervising Minister of Education, Chief (Barr) 
Nyesom Wike, represented by a Deputy Director in 
the Federal Ministry of Education.

Dr. Okojie speaking at the occasion

they finish

Medical Librarians confab, Advocate for 
Evidence–Based Medical Practice

he Medical Library Association, a Section of the TN i g e r i a n  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  h e l d  i t s  
thth Workshop/Annual General Meeting from 24 – 29  

November, 2013 at the Conference room of the 
Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria.
The aim of the 
Workshop was to 
e d u c a t e  t h e  
part ic ipants on 
g l o b a l  b e s t  
practices in Library 
services, identify 
challenges faced by 
Librarians in the 
health and medical
sector and proffer suggestions for improvement in the 
provision of medical library services. The Workshop 
focused on effective health information dissemination 
especially in the integration of Evidence-Based 
Medicine (EBM) into practice.

Evidence-based Medicine is the process of assessing, 
identifying and integrating the best available scientific 
evidence with the Clinician's judgment and patient's 
value to make medical decisions. Evidence-Based 
Medicine was introduced as a solution to the 
challenges of time limits involved in healthcare 
delivery and timely sourcing of valid information.
Speaking at the opening ceremony, the Registrar/CEO of 
LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie urged the Medical Librarians to 
deploy new information technologies to improve their 
service delivery.
Among the dignitaries in attendance at the Workshop 
were the Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of 
Health, Ambassador Sani Bala, represented by Dr. Ali 
Magaji; the President of the Medical Library Association 
(MLA), Dr. Uju Nwafor-Orizu; the CEO of National Library 
of Nigeria, Mallam H. Jato; the Executive Director, 
Medical Library Association (MLA) of the United States 
of America, Carla Funk and others.

Dr. Okojie delivering her speech at the Conference

7
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LRCN Holds the Second Edition
of Librarians' Forum

T
sthe emergence of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and the Internet in the 21  century has 

brought a paradigm shift in Library operations. In the light of this, Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) 
rdorganized the second edition of the Librarians' Forum which was held on 23  October, 2013 at the Council’s Conference 

hall. The theme of the Forum was “Application of Social Media in Libraries” and the aim was to enable the participants 
brainstorm and explore ways of applying Social Media in library operations. In her welcome address, the Registrar/CEO, 
LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie stated that Social Media is an excellent communication tool by which Librarians and 
Information Managers can reach a wider number of their clients who are connected online as the world turns to a 
global village. She urged the participants to strive to put into practice the knowledge they will acquire from the 
deliberations.
The moderator of the Forum and librarian of the National Mathematical Center, Dr. James Daniel in his opening 
remarks stressed the importance of Social Media and other Mobile applications in library operations. He urged the 
participants to be proactive and innovative in the practice of the profession. He further advised the participants to 
employ the use of Selective Dissemination of Information (SDI) in discharging their duties.
In his goodwill message, the National President of Nigerian Library Association (NLA), Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalami 
commended LRCN for organizing the forum and remarked that the national body of NLA would wish to partner with 
LRCN during the NLA national conference so as to further deliberate on the application of Social Media in library 
operations.    

The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie 
presenting the welcome address 

Three papers were presented at the forum which centered on the 
application of Social Media in Libraries. Mr. Joseph Adah of the U.S Mission 
in Nigeria presented a paper titled “An Overview of Social Media Networks”. 
Mr. Adetoye A. Oparinde of the Nigerian Communication Commission 
presented a paper on “Legal Issues in the Use of Social Media in Libraries” 
while Mr. Fatosa O. Oladimeji, a Student of University of Abuja presented a 
paper on “Application of Social Media in Libraries: Students' Perspective”.
One hundred and six (106) participants attended the forum from various 
Ministries, Departments, Agencies and Institutions within Abuja.

LIST OF APPROVED/ACCREDITED NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES OFFERING LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION SCIENCE PROGRAMMES

S / N o   U n i v e r s i t i e s        A p p r o v e d  P ro g r a m m e  

1 .  A b ia  S t a t e  U n iv e r s it y ,  U t u ru                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

2 .  A b u b a k a r  T a f a w a  B a le w a  U n iv e r s i ty ,  B a u c h i               L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

3 .  A d e l e k e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  E d e                  L ib r a r y  S c ie n c e  

4 .  A h m a d u  B e ll o  U n iv e r s it y ,  Z a r i a                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

5 .  A m b r o s e  A l i U n i v e r s it y , E k p o m a                 L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

6 .  B a y e ro  U n iv e rs it y ,  K a n o                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

7 .  B a z e  U n i v e r s i ty ,  A b u ja                   L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

8 .  B e n s o n  Id a h o s a  U n iv e r s it y ,  B e n i n  C i ty                 L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

9 .  B e n u e  S t a te  U n i v e r s i t y , M a k u r d i                L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 0 .   D e l ta  S t a t e  U n iv e r s it y ,  A b r a k a                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 1 .   F e d e ra l U n iv e rs it y  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ,  M in n a                L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 2 .   F e d e ra l U n iv e rs it y  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ,  Y o la                 L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 3 .   I b r a h i m  B a d a m a s i B a b a n g id a  U n iv e r s it y ,  L a p a i                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 4 .   I m o  S t a t e  U n iv e rs it y ,  O w e rr i                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 5 .   K w a r a  S t a te  U n i v e r s i ty ,  I lo r in                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 6 .   M a d o n n a  U n iv e rs it y ,  O k ij a                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 7 .   N n a m d i A z i k iw e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  A k w a                 L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

1 8 .   T a i  S o l a r i n  U n iv e rs it y  o f  E d u c a t i o n , I je b u - O d e                     L i b r a r y  &  In f o r m a t io n  S c i e n c e  

1 9 .   U m a r u  M u s a  Y a ’ a d u a  U n i v e r s i ty ,  K a ts i n a                 L i b r a r y  &  In f o r m a t io n  S c i e n c e  

2 0 .   U n iv e r s it y  o f  C a l a b a r ,  C a l a b a r                  L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e  

2 1 .   U n iv e r s it y  o f  I b a d a n , I b a d a n      L i b r a ry  &  I n f o rm a t i o n  S c i e n c e  

2 2 .   U n iv e r s it y  o f  I lo r i n ,  Il o r in      L i b r a ry  S c ie n c e  

2 3 .   U n iv e r s it y  o f  M a id u g u r i,  M a id u g u r i    L i b r a ry  S c ie n c e  

2 4 .   U n iv e r s it y  o f  N i g e r i a ,  N s u k k a      L i b r a ry  &  I n f o rm a t i o n  S c i e n c e  

2 5 .   U n iv e r s it y  o f  U y o ,  U y o                   L ib r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c ie n c e   

 

 
SOURCE: National Universities Commission
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LRCN Attends the Second National 
Education Innovations Exhibition

The second National Education Innovations Exhibition was held at the Old Parade Ground, Area 10, Garki, 
th th

Abuja, from 11  - 12  of November, 2013. The exhibition was organized by the Federal Ministry of Education 
(FME) in collaboration with the Federal Ministries of Communication Technology; Science and Technology as well 
as Industries, Trade and Investment.
The aim of the exhibition was to create awareness on innovations, talents and information resources emanating 
from the Federal Ministry of Education and its various agencies and parastatals. It was an opportunity to assess 
and give account of the immense investment that is being made in the education sector. The exhibition was also a 
platform to woo potential investors and sponsors into championing the course of these creative ideas. 

thThe  ceremony which kicked off  on Monday, 11   November, 2013 was declared open by the supervising Minister 
of the Federal Ministry of Education, Chief (Barr.) Ezenwo Nyesom Wike. The opening ceremony was followed by 
the Minister’s  tour of  over Eighty-Six exhibitors' stands  to avail him  a firsthand view of the items and resources 
displayed by the various institutions. Some of the exhibitors were: Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria 
(LRCN); National Board for Technical Education; National Business and Technical Education; National Board for 
Colleges of Education; National Commission for Nomadic Education; West African Examination Council;

 
 

Teachers Registration Council of Nigeria; Tertiary Education 
Trust Fund; Galaxy Backbone; Nigeria Postal Service; 
Nigerian Communications Satellite; University of Jos; 
University of Port Harcourt, etc.
During the Honourable Minister of Education’s tour of 
Stands, he visited LRCN’s Booth, accompanied by the 
Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie, the Director, Professional 
Services Department (PSD) Mr. Dele Omotoso, and the 
Deputy Director, Professional Services Department, Alh J. A. 
Wase. 
 The Minister made some inquiries about the  activities of 
the Council, particularly the School Library Manual and was 
briefed by the Registrar. The following resources were 
displayed at the Council’s Stand:

·   List of Certified Librarians in Nigeria
·   Statistical Digest of Libraries and Librarians in
     Nigeria
·  Librarians’ Code of Ethics 
·  School Library Manual, ·  LRCN Newsletters,          
·  LRCN Bulletins,  ·  LRCN Workshop 
     Compendium
·   LRCN ACT

Many people visited the LRCN Stand and made  inquiries on 
the activities of the Council. Some of the inquiries include:
·  How to become a registered librarian 
·  What LRCN is doing in respect of e-libraries that have 
been established in various unity schools across the 
country.
·  Misconception  about the role of  LRCN and the National 
Library of Nigeria (NLN),
· Why higher national diploma holders are not being 
certified.
·  What LRCN is doing about the poor state of libraries in 
Nigeria.
Institutions that participated in the exhibition testified that 
the programme was a success and a good proof that 
government’s investment in the education sector is 
worthwhile. 

Alh. J. A. Wase, Deputy Director, Professional Services 
Department (Center) with LRCN staff at LRCN Stand

The Supervising Minister of Education, Chief (Barr) Ezenwo 
Nyesom Wike (Left) inspecting LRCN publications



he Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Global Libraries (GL) Advisory Committee for Africa met in Kampala, 
th thTUganda from 16 –17  October, 2013. The meeting produced the Africa Engagement Plan, a strategy 

document which will position public libraries in Africa as lifelong partners towards the development of 
communities and the continent. Speaking at the meeting, the Registrar

Dr. Okojie Attends Bill Gates Foundation
Global Libraries Meeting

                                            /  CEO, Librarians' Registration Council 
of Nigeria and the Chair, IFLA, Africa Section, Dr. Victoria Okojie 
said the Africa Engagement Plan (AEP) which contains four (4) 
key strategies for the development of public libraries in Africa 
will be made public when adopted by the Board of the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. The document contains the 
following key issues: Research and Innovation; Training and 
Leadership; Impact, Advocacy and Policy; and Building the 
African Library Community of practice. The document also 
contains details of the impact the various strategies would make 
on the Library and Information Science (LIS) Sector in Africa. 

The Advisory Committee during the meeting

Dr. Okojie @ 'Beyond Access' Conference

Beyond Access, a global movement of people and organizations that work to promote libraries as centers of 
theconomic and social change held her 2013 conference at the University of Cape Town, South Africa from 4  – 

th8  December, 2013. This movement believes that in health, youth, gender, economic development and other 
areas of life, libraries help to improve people's lives and strengthen their communities. The Registrar/CEO, LRCN,

Dr.  Victoria  Okoj ie 
participated at the 
c o n f e r e n c e  u n d e r  
Friends of ‘Beyond 
Access’, at the instance 
of the International 
Research and Exchange 
( I R E X ) .  F r i e n d s  o f  
Beyond Access is a                   

LRCN Plans for 2014

T
th th

he Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria held her Annual Management Retreat on the 19  and 20  
December, 2013 in Abuja. The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie in her opening remarks said the aim 

of the retreat was to review the activities of the Council in 2013, noting the areas to improve on in 2014. She 
further said this would make a positive impact on the Council's growth and development. The management at 
the retreat ratified the Council's 2014 Strategic Action Plan which was developed by the Professional Services 
Department (PSD).

special group of development practitioners who understand how libraries can drive social and economic 
development. The conference had fifty seven (57) participants in attendance.

Dr. Okojie ( r) & one of the participantsCross section of participants

Dr.  Okojie & Mr. Dele Omotoso during the meetingLRCN Management meeting in session L-R: Mr. D. Omotoso, Alh. J. Wase & Mrs. N. Amako
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Dr. Okojie Speaks at the Academic
& Research Libraries Workshop

LRCN at NLA, Oyo State
Chapter 2013 AGM/Conference
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thhe 5  Annual National Seminar/Workshop 
for Academic and Research Libraries (ARL) T

th thSection of NLA was held from  4 –7  December, 
2013 at the University of Agriculture, Makurdi, 
Benue State. The theme for the workshop was 
“Innovative Information Services for Academic 
and Research Libraries”. The Chairman of the 
Section, Professor I. I. Ekoja in his opening 
remarks welcomed participants to the workshop 
and wished them a fruitful deliberation. The 
keynote address was presented by Professor 
Michael G. Ochogwu, Head of Department, 
Library and Information Science, Benue State 
University. He emphasized on the need for 
Information professionals to stand the test of time 
as innovation is a constant endeavor. Among the 
dignitaries who attended the workshop was the 
Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie, 
represented by Noram B. Amako (Chief Librarian). 

In her presentation  titled “Redefining Academic 
and Research Libraries' (ARL) Roles and Services”, 
Dr. Okojie spoke on the changing face of 
Institutions across the globe as a result of the 
introduction of ICTs, Internet and World Wide 
Web  which has created a different context for the 
mission of ARL. This implies that libraries at 
various historical stages have transformed to 
meet these purposes. She said that librarians' 
roles and services have also changed. Information 
professionals must therefore acquire new skills 
that will enable them adapt and function 
effectively in the new environment and serve 
adequately the new generation of students and 
researchers.

The Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie

he Nigerian Library Association (NLA), Oyo State 
Chapter held its 2013 AGM/Conference at Oyo T

State Library Board, Dugbe, Ibadan with the theme: 
“NLA, LRCN and the Future of Library and Information 
Service Profession in Nigeria”. The occasion drew 
dignitaries from within and outside the Sector, 
prominent among them were the wife of Oyo State 
governor, Her Excellency, Chief (Mrs) Florence Ajimobi, 
the Registrar/CEO Librarians' Registration Council of 
Nigeria (LRCN) Dr. Victoria Okojie, represented by 
Noram B. Amako (Chief Librarian), Mr. Emmanuel A. 
Oyegade, Professor Aboyade  and Dr. S. O. Popoola. 
Welcoming members to the AGM/Conference, the 
Chairman, Nigerian Library Association (NLA), Oyo State 
Chapter, Mr. J. O. Olorunsaye emphasized the need for 
Information Professionals to keep abreast with the 
current trends in librarianship, especially in this era of 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). 

He also stressed that NLA and LRCN should work 
together in promoting the profession. The 
Registrar/CEO LRCN, presented a paper titled “LRCN and 
the Future of Library and Information Science Profession 
in Nigeria”. The paper focused on the following areas: 
LRCN History, Mandate, Achievements/Activities, 
Success Factors, Challenges and Future Plans. The paper 
also addressed the relationship between NLA and LRCN 
thereby clearing the misconceptions of stakeholders on 
the issue. The Registrar/CEO assured the members of 
LRCN's commitment to advance library and information 
services in Nigeria and solicited for the support of 
stakeholders. The highlight of the occasion was the 
conferment on the wife of the Oyo State governor, Her 
Excellency, Chief (Mrs.) Florence Ajimobi with the 
prestigious award of the First Grand Matron of the 
Nigerian Library Association, Oyo State Chapter for her 
contributions to the Sector and humanity. 

Mrs. Noram B. Amako (2nd right)



The Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr. Victoria Okojie was conferred with the Nelson Mandela 

distinguished award of excellence by the All-African Students Union (AASU) on Friday, 9th November 2013 in Abuja.  The 

award, according to the AASU President, was in recognition of her hard work, dedication to duty, contribution to nation building 

and outstanding service to God and humanity.  AASU President, Comrade Muhammad Sallah said, “AASU has observed with 

keen interest, your contributions to Nigeria's education sector and chosen to honor you.” He added that in keeping with its 

objectives, the Union examined and scrutinized institutions and public office holders so as to honour them based on their 

contributions towards the attainment of the Millenium Development Goals in Africa. Thus, Dr. Okojie’s contributions towards  

us who have painstakingly watched us closely and have become convinced that our contributions to the development of the 

Education Sector should not go unrecognized”. While assuring the Students' Union of better library and information services in 

Africa, the Registrar said that the Council is planning a mentoring programme for young Librarians who would take over when 

the older generation retires. She therefore, urged the students to make meaningful contributions to the post 2015 Africa 

Agenda being developed by the African Union and UNECA. AASU with the Headquarters in Ghana is a Pan–African Students' 

Union with the objective of agitating for the welfare of African Students in diaspora. The Union was established in 1972.        

Dr. Okojie Bags the Nelson Mandela Award

the  development of library services in 

Africa has been noticed. Dr. Okojie in her 

acceptance speech, showed her delight 

for the recognition given her as a result 

of the impact her organization is making 

to move Nigeria forward. In her words 

“It is a general belief that a prophet is 

usually not honoured among his people 

but here today we have people among 

lhaji Ja'afaru Abdullahi Wase, Deputy Director, 

Professional Services Department (PSD), was A
turbaned Ubandoman Wase by the Emirate Council of 

Wase Local Government Area of Plateau State on 
thFriday, 9  August, 2013. He

late father, Alhaji Abdullahi Maikano III, as the second 

son of the Emir. The highly respected position places 

on it’s bearer the responsibility of advising the Emir in 

relation to his day-to-day activities. The title was 

conferred on him  as a result of his leadership roles.  

He is a Fellow of Chartered Institute of Libraries and 

Information Professionals, United Kingdom and a 

Certified Librarian with over 20 years work experience 

in the Library and Information Science sector.

 inherited the title from his 

Deputy Director, LRCN Turbaned Ubandoman Wase

Alh. J. A. Wase (1st from left)
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Dr. Okojie recieving the award Dr. Okojie in a group photograph with AASU 
members



13

LRCN @ the Federal Ministry of 
Education National Conference 

on ICT in Education

The second National Conference on Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) in Education which 

was organized by the Federal Ministry of Education in 

partnership with British Council, Microsoft, Huawei 

Technologies, Tetfund, National Universities Commission 

(NUC) and Computer Professionals of Nigeria(CPN) was held 
th th

from 19 - 20  November, 2013 at the National Universities 

Commission  Auditorium, Maitama, Abuja. The theme of the 

Conference was “Technology-driven Education: Trends, 

Challenges and Opportunities”.

The main objective of the Conference was to map out 

strategies for the effective implementation of ICT in 

education at all levels. The conference had over three 

hundred (300) participants in attendance among whom 

were the Supervising Minister of the Federal Ministry of 

Education, 

Chief (Barr.) Ezenwo Nyeson Wike, represented by Mr. H. 

Ikigbe; the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of 

Education, Dr. MacJohn Nwaobiala, represented by Mrs. 

Abdullahi. Also in attendance were Federal Unity Colleges, 

MDAs, Tertiary Institutions, University students, British 

Council, Microsoft and Huawei Technologies Co. Nigeria Ltd. 

A total of eight papers were presented at the conference. 

The highlight of the conference was the presentation of ICT 

projects by University students which was organized by 

Microsoft in a bid to encourage students to develop 

solutions for ICT applications in teaching and learning in 

Nigeria. LRCN was represented at the programme by Dr. 

The Medical Library Association of Nigeria, a Section 

of the Nigerian Library Association (NLA), paid a 

courtesy visit to the Registrar/CEO of LRCN at the 
thCouncil's corporate head office on 10  September, 2013. 

The group was led by its Chairperson and the Medical 

Librarian of Nnamdi Azikiwe University College of Health 

Sciences, Nnewi, Anambra State, Princess Uju Nwafor-

Orizu. The aim of the visit was to seek the Council's 

support on the association's 2013 Annual General 

Meeting/Workshop. The Chairperson said that the job of 

medical librarians is to provide relevant health 

information that will enhance the health of Nigerians 

through effective dissemination to health professionals 

and the masses in general.

The delegation also used the opportunity to congratulate 

Dr. Victoria Okojie on her re-election as the Chair, Africa 

Section of International Federation of Library 

Associations and Institutions (IFLA). In her response, Dr. 

Okojie reassured the delegates of the Council's support to 

the capacity building of Librarians which is one of the 

Council's core mandates. She further stated that Medical 

Libraries are key aspects of the library profession as they 

provide the latest health information especially current 

health  findings capable of preserving life. 

Medical Library
Association Parleys

with LRCN

Dr. Victoria Okojie ( ) in a group photograph with the 
Executive Officers of the Association

nd2  rightDr. Justina Ogbonna at the conference



14

Birthdays, as we know, come once in a year. Thursday, November 28, 2013 afforded staff and 

management of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) the opportunity to felicitate with the 

Registrar/CEO, Dr. Victoria Okojie for adding another year to her age. The entire staff organized a 

birthday bash in honour of their hardworking Chief Executive. The forum also provided an opportunity for the 

staff to express their delight on the leadership style adopted by Dr. Okojie in piloting the affairs of the Council 

which has translated to tangible successes recorded since the inception of the Council four years ago.

The celebration started with a birthday song, special accolades from  members of staff and presentation of  

birthday cards to the CEO by the various departments. The Chief Accountant of LRCN, Mr. Olu Oyebanjo 

proposed a toast to  good health and long life for the celebrant after which the cake was cut by the Registrar/CEO 

assisted by the management staff. The Registrar/CEO used the opportunity to thank the staff for the love shown 

to her. She also called on them to continue to maintain cordial working relationship and be hardworking so as to 

enable the Council carry out its mandate successfully.  “I feel highly honoured by what you have done” she said. 

Prayers were said for the celebrant and there were song renditions and a lot of dancing.

LRCN Staff Celebrate Dr. Okojie’s 
Birthday in Grand Style

The Registrar cutting the birthday cake with LRCN 
management staff

The celebrant, Dr. Okojie

The Registrar in a group photograph with LRCN staff The Registrar on the dance floor with LRCN staff



PHOTO SPLASH
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T H  I F L A  7 9 C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 1 3

Group Photograph of Nigerian delegates
at the 79th IFLA Conference

Dr. Victoria Okojie making a presentation
 at the Conference

Nigerian delegates meeting

Cross section of participants
Dr. Okojie and Mr. Dele Omotoso  
at the Africa Section Poster Stand

Front row, L-R: Mal. Habib Jato, 
Alh. J. A. Wase and Mr. Dele Omotoso 

Dr. Okojie (3rd right) poses with some African 
delegates

Dr. Okojie (1st right) speaking at the 
Conference

Dr. Okojie (3rd left) with other dignitaries on 
the High Table

Dr. Okojie presenting LRCN Publications to 
Katherine Matsika

Dr. Okojie, relaxing with other delegates Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalami, President, Nigerian Library
 Association (NLA) speaking at the Conference
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Dr. Ingrid Parent, erstwhile IFLA President Sinikka Sipila, incumbent IFLA President

SECOND LIBRARIANS' FORUM, 2013 &
EDUCATION INNOVATION EXHIBITION, 2013

The Moderator of the Forum, Dr. James Daniel
speaking at the Forum

Group photograph at the end of the Forum

A PUBLICATION OF LIBRARIANS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA,
3RD & 4TH FLOORS, VETERINARY COUNCIL OF NIGERIA BUILDING

NO. 8 ZAMBEZI CRESCENT MAITAMA, P.M.B. 5555 GARKI GPO 900001, ABUJA, NIGERIA
TEL: 08130000149, EMAIL: info@lrcn.gov.ng, lrcn.info@yahoo.com, WEBSITE: www.lrcn.gov.ng

Hon. Minister of Education, Chief (Barr)
Ezenwo Nyesom Wike (1st left)  at the LRCN Stand

President, Nigerian Library Association (NLA),
Alh. Rilwanu Abdulsalami  making remarks at the Forum

Dr. Malore Brown of the U.S Mission in Nigeria
speaking at the Forum

L-R: Mr. Dele Omotoso, Dr. Victoria Okojie and Dr. 
Bennedict Oladele          

Members of the High Table     

 Dr. Okojie (3rd right, on the front row
in a group photograph with dignitaries  

 L-R: Prof. A. M. Wokocha,  Alh. J.A Wase, Dr. Victoria Okojie 
& Dr. Steve Nwokeocha inspecting LRCN Publications    

Mr. A. A. Oparinde making presentation
at the Forum
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